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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF COUNTRY
We wish to acknowledge that the Campbelltown 2020 
program will take place on Dharawal land. We acknowledge 
the Dharawal people’s innate and deep connection to the 
land and respect Elders past, present and emerging.

Although the year 2020 signifies 200 years since the 
formation of the city, we also acknowledge that the story of 
the region begins thousands of years ago with the Dharawal 
people and continues with the practice and preservation 
of culture by the many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who now call Campbelltown home.

We also wish to acknowledge the generosity of the Dharawal 
people in welcoming all communities to this land and the 
collective responsibility to ensure that this Country, its 
people and culture prosper for thousands of years to come. 

Campbelltown 2020
We are pleased to announce Campbelltown 2020, a year-long program of 
civic, community and cultural events and activities that celebrates our local 
history and heritage through an acknowledgement of the rich Aboriginal 
history, bicentennial milestones and future aspirations of the city.

Campbelltown 2020 takes the 200th anniversary of the formation of the city 
as a key milestone in the history of the region while providing an opportunity 
to reflect on the qualities and characteristics that have evolved with the 
community over time and are now embedded in the DNA of Campbelltown.

This program includes an exciting array of events, activities and participatory 
projects for all ages that aims to draw into focus the shared histories and 
experiences of our diverse community.

We invite you to celebrate the storied history of the region, offering a 
moment for the community to reflect on our journey so far and consider what 
our collective future may look like.

Why 2020?
The year 2020 marks 200 years since the foundation of the township of 
Campbelltown, although the history of the region begins thousands of 
years prior with the Dharawal people, who today are acknowledged as the 
Traditional Custodians. Dharawal people lived on and cared for land from 
Botany Bay to Nowra and inland to Camden.

It was Governor Lachlan Macquarie who founded and named Campbelltown 
on the afternoon of 1 December 1820. Historical accounts documented 
that a crowd of 50 to 60 curious farmers watched as Macquarie marked out 
the limits as well as sites for a church, cemetery and school. The township 
was originally named Campbell-town after Mrs Elizabeth Macquarie (nee 
Campbell).

Today, Campbelltown is on the cusp of unprecedented growth and change. 
With that in mind, Campbelltown 2020 provides an important milestone for 
the community to reflect on the evolution of the city over the last 200 years 
and consider the traits that make it a place of opportunity. 



The Campbelltown  
2020 Yarning Circle
The first permanent yarning circle in the public domain of the region will be 
built as part of the Campbelltown 2020 program. It will be both a symbolic 
and functional space for everyone to celebrate enduring Aboriginal cultural 
practices and learn from one another. 

Yarning Circles are Aboriginal cultural spaces that have been used for 
thousands of years to learn from a collective group, build respectful 
relationships and to preserve and pass on cultural knowledge. They are also 
meeting places for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities to come 
together and talk, or yarn, about social issues. 

The Yarning Circle represents a commitment to supporting and sharing 
Aboriginal culture and acknowledging the long standing history of the 
Dharawal people of Campbelltown. 

The Campbelltown 2020 Yarning Circle will be launched in October 2020.

We acknowledge the support and contribution of the Dharawal Men’s 
Aboriginal Corporation, Tharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council and Cubbitch 
Barta Native Title Claimants in the development of this project.

Proudly funded by the NSW Government.

The Campbelltown  
2020 Remembrance Flower
The Fringe Lily (Thysanotus tuberosus) is a perennial herb that is indigenous 
to the Macarthur region and yet is often difficult to spot in the wild. It can 
best be distinguished by its bright purple ‘lily-like’ flowers. 

Within Dharawal culture, the Fringe Lily is associated with a narrative 
of remembrance and acknowledging and reflecting on the past. 

With this in mind, the Fringe Lily has been adopted as The 
Campbelltown 2020 Remembrance Flower.

With the support of The Australian Botanic Garden 
Mount Annan, over 1000 Fringe Lily plants will 

be propagated from seed and gifted to the 
community to enjoy these stunning flowers in 

their own homes and gardens.

The Remembrance Flower symbolises a 
commitment to Aboriginal storytelling and 
ensures local histories are remembered.

Across 2020, the Fringe Lily will be gifted to 
the community during events including:

 Australia Day, 26 January 2020

 Ingleburn Alive, 7 March 2020

 NAIDOC Week, 5 – 12 July 2020

 FEAST Festival, 19 September 2020

 Tank Fest, Friday 6 November 2020

The Fringe Lily is propagated by Growing Friends Volunteers from 
Foundation and Friends of the Botanic Gardens. This program has also 
been supported by The Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan.

For more information visit 
campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/2020

 Image Courtesy Pamela Pauline.



Tank Fest 
Discover the history and heritage of 
Campbelltown at Tank Fest, a one-night only 
special community event.

Tank Fest will be held at Hurley Park, the site 
of the historic Cattle Tank Water Reservoir 
which was built in 1832 and remains an 
important heritage site today.

The event will feature local entertainment, 
activities and food offerings as well as the 
premiere of a series of digital artworks, 
created by local residents in collaboration 
with Curious Works, that will bring to 
life the rich and multilayered history of 
Campbelltown.  

Campbelltown reservoir and “Cattle Tank” water reservoir, 
Hurley Park, Campbelltown (1886). © Campbelltown City 
Library. Courtesy Kerry and Jones Collection (Campbelltown 
City Library. Local Studies Collection).

Only in Campbelltown  
Tours Program
Only in Campbelltown, is a series of guided tours across the region that 
celebrate local history and heritage through an exploration and discovery of 
monuments, landmarks and buildings – some well-known and others, well 
kept secrets.

The program will engage local residents and storytellers as guest guides 
along the way, sharing their personal memories and connections to our 
culturally rich and diverse city.

Tours include:

Unusual Buildings, with Andrew Allen, Local Studies Librarian, May 2020

Public Art and Monuments, with Adam Porter, Senior Curator of Visual 
Arts, Campbelltown Arts Centre, June 2020

Historic Houses, with Andrew Allen, Local Studies Librarian August 2020

Aboriginal Culture, with Tharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council,  
October 2020

The Bicentennial Story, with Andrew Allen, Local Studies Librarian, 
November 2020

To register your interest and find out more information about these tours 
contact campbelltown2020@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au 

Supported by

Khaled Sabsabi, Gates of Light, 2014. Commissioned by 
UrbanGrowth NSW in partnership with Western Sydney 
University. Image courtesy of the artist and Milani Gallery.

284-298 Queen Street, Campbelltown. 
From left to right: McGuanne House, 
the Old Railway Hotel, Stanwell House 
and the Coaching House, Queen Street, 
Campbelltown. 

Tank Fest will be held on 
Friday 6 November 2020 
at Hurley Park as part of 
Festival of Fisher’s Ghost.

If you are interested in 
contributing to the creation 
of these digital artworks, 
or to learn more about the 
Hurley Park Cattle Tank 
Water Reservoir, visit  
campbelltown.gov.au/2020

In partnership with



Campbelltown Literacy Initiative  
for Diverse Writers
Students from local schools will have the opportunity to create new stories 
and narratives of local experiences, touching on personal history and 
heritage as part of the Campbelltown Literacy Initiative for Diverse Writers.

This program is a series of school-based literacy workshops, masterclasses 
and excursions for young people from Campbelltown and run in partnership 
with Sweatshop.

Sweatshop is a literacy movement based in Western Sydney that is devoted 
to empowering culturally and linguistically diverse communities through 
reading, writing and critical thinking. 

Throughout 2020, students will author new creative and critical texts that 
will be included in public artworks, live readings, podcasts, videos and 
publications that will be launched locally and in Sydney as part of the 2020 
Sydney Writers’ Festival.

Proudly presented by the Crown and 
Packer Foundation through the Western 

Sydney Arts Initiative.

Campbelltown Literacy Initiative for Diverse Writers Mentors. 
(L-R): Michael Mohammed Ahmad, Phoebe Grainer,  
Winnie Dunn and Stephen Pham. Photo: Tyler Aves.

The 2020 Children’s Storybook
We invite locals to create new stories and original artworks to contribute to 
the publishing of a children’s storybook by and for our local families. 

The 2020 Children’s Storybook is an exciting project that invites children and 
their families from across Campbelltown to take part in fun and engaging 
activities to celebrate this special moment in our history. 

This initiative has been developed in partnership with Information and 
Cultural Exchange, a leading community arts and digital engagement 
organisation based in Western Sydney.

The activities will take place at Glenquarie Library throughout 2020, with the 
finished book being launched during Children’s Week, 26 – 30 October, 2020.

In partnership with Information and Cultural Exchange 

Image courtesy Information and Cultural Exchange.
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Out of Bounds Festival  
18 January 2020 
Campbelltown Athletics Centre

Australia Day  
26 January 2020 
Koshigaya Park

FEBRUARY

Seniors Festival  
9 – 22 February 2020 
Various locations

Campbelltown 2020 Community Grant 
Recipients Announced 

MARCH

Ingleburn Alive 
7 March 2020 
Oxford Road, Ingleburn

International Women’s Day 8 March 2020

Campbelltown City Challenge Walk  
15 March 2020 
The Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan

Earth Hour 28 March 2020

NRL Wests Tigers V Canterbury Bulldogs 
29 March 2020 
Campbelltown Sports Stadium

APRIL

Youth Week  
1 – 9 April 2020

Appin Massacre Memorial Flag Raising  
17 April 2020 
Campbelltown Civic Centre

Appin Massacre Memorial Service 
19 April 2020 
Cataract Dam 

ANZAC Day  
25 April 2020 
Mawson Park

MAY

Biannual Heritage Medallion

Only in Campbelltown: Unusual Buildings Tour 
Various locations

JUNE

Campbelltown 2020 Visual Arts Exhibitions  
20 June - 9 August 2020 
Campbelltown Arts Centre

Only in Campbelltown: 
Art Outdoors 
Various locations

JULY

NAIDOC Week 5 - 12 July 2020

From Australia: 20 Graphic Positions 
workshops 
Campbelltown Arts Centre

Winterland

July School Holidays 
Koshigaya Park

AUGUST

Only in Campbelltown: Historic Houses 
Various locations

NRL Wests Tigers V Brisbane Broncos 
9 August 2020 
Campbelltown Sports Stadium

NRL Wests Tigers V Gold Coast Titans 
23 August 2020 
Campbelltown Sports Stadium

SEPTEMBER

FEAST Festival  
19 September 2020 
Redfern Park, Minto

Break the Cinnamon  
Branch launch  
19 September 2020 
Redfern Park, Minto

OCTOBER

2020 Children’s Storybook Launch  
27 - 30 October 2020

Festival of Fisher’s Ghost  
30 October - 8 November 2020 
Various locations

Yarning Circle Launch

Only in Campbelltown: Aboriginal Culture 
Various locations

NOVEMBER

Tank Fest  
6 November 2020 
Hurley Park

Remembrance Day  
11 November 2020 
Mawson Park

Only in Campbelltown: The Bicentennial Story 
Various locations

DECEMBER

200th Anniversary of the Foundation  
of Campbelltown 
1 December 2020

Christmas Carols  
5 December 2020 
Campbelltown Athletics Centre

New Year’s Eve  
31 December 2020 
Koshigaya Park

For a full list of upcoming events, visit campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/whatson



Reservoir: Stories of Past, Present 
and Future
Reservoir: Stories of Past, Present and Future is a creative engagement 
project that focusses on the traditions and experiences of our past to inform 
the values and actions of our future.

A group of local media makers, with guidance from digital art facilitators, 
Curious Works will collaborate with a range of experts, artists and 
storytellers to explore Campbelltown’s rich stories related to water, 
resources and responsibility. The final stories will be shared during the 
community event, Tank Fest.
In partnership with
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Through the Looking Glass:  
The Claymore Stories
Experience the real story of Claymore through the eyes of its residents. In 
a series of short documentaries made with community arts organisation, 
Curious Works, Through the Looking Glass explores the multilayered story of 
Claymore’s past and present. 

Through the personal reflections of Claymore residents, Through the Looking 
Glass represents the diverse lived experience of Claymore and imagines a 
hopeful future, as this community is on the precipice of major change and 
renewal.

In partnership with

Image courtesy Curious Works

Troy and Toni Klinar playing in the driveway of their Claymore home in Boyd 
Street (1993). © Campbelltown City Library. Courtesy Fairfax Collection  

(Campbelltown City Library. Local Studies Collection).

For more information and to register your interest in either of these 
activities visit campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/2020 



Supported by

Elders’ Ceramic Group workshop, Senior’s Week 2019. Photo by Jay Patel.

Break the Cinnamon Branch
Local families can get involved in a new participatory work by Sri Lankan-
Australian artist, Jagath Dheerasekara to explore the notion of food and its 
preparation and consumption as both a daily cultural performance and resistance. 

Throughout 2020, Jagath will spend time with families from across the 
Campbelltown area, making food and reflecting on the ingredients, recipes, 
growing and storing methods. They will exchange cultural and political histories 
and memories both personal and collective.

To register your interest to participate in this program contact 
campbelltown2020@campbelltown.nsw.gov.au 

An iteration of this project will be launched with a collective cooking performance 
as part of FEAST Festival in September 2020.

The Fringe Lily as public art
There will be opportunities for everyone to participate in 

creating the Fringe Lily public art project at some of our 
major events early in 2020.

The design of a Fringe Lily mural has been 
developed by local Aboriginal artist, Peter Gregson 

who is a part of Campbelltown Arts Centre’s Little 
Orange studio program.

Keep an out for your chance to be involved 
during community events such as Australia 
Day, Seniors Festival and Youth Week.
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In 2020 Campbelltown Arts Centre (C-A-C) will present a suite of exhibitions, 
programs and public art projects that complement the unique, diverse and 
creative landscape of Campbelltown.

Visual Arts Exhibitions
In a suite of exhibitions at C-A-C from 20 June to 9 August 2020, local 
artists and established artist groups, including the Elders’ Ceramic Group, 
Macarthur Textiles Network, the Friends of Campbelltown and Nola Tegel 
will present various works that acknowledge Campbelltown’s past and 
reimagines its future.

Accompanying the exhibitions will be From Australia: 20 Graphic Positions, 
a series of workshops by Melbourne-based artist and publisher, Trent 
Walter. These workshops will engage community groups and local artists in 
a dialogue surrounding ideas of nationhood. 

Queen Street Activation Project
With unprecedented growth across South West Sydney, the Queen Street 
activation project considers the potential of Campbelltown as a region 
shaped by urban development, the diversity of culture and community, 
shifting political debate, the collective representation of voice, untold 
narratives and the uniqueness of place. 

Artists will be invited to create a responsive, socially engaged public artwork 
in highly visible locations along Queen Street in the Campbelltown CBD to 
reimagine the vibrancy of our city centre.

Image courtesy Jagath Dheerasekara 

For more information visit c-a-c.com.au

Original artwork by Peter Gregson with community contributions.



Image courtesy Brett Atkins.

In 2020, Campbelltown Sports Stadium presents an exciting range of 
sporting and entertainment events for the whole family. The stadium will 
host a variety of sporting events including three Wests Tigers NRL matches, 
Macarthur FC A-League home matches and international rugby league. 

For the first time, Campbelltown will welcome the Out of Bounds Festival 
featuring a blistering, all-Australian musical line-up that traverses genres, 
that will unite people from all walks of life in our diversity-rich area.

The Pacific Test will return bigger and better in 2020. The stadium will be 
alive and full of colour, sound and entertainment to celebrate the Pacific 
Islander community and all things rugby league. This event has one of the 
most electric and inclusive atmospheres that a sporting event has to offer 
and will feature some of the best rugby league players in the world. 

October 2020 will see Macarthur FC kick off in the A-League competition 
at their home at Campbelltown Sports Stadium. What better way to 
celebrate 2020 than to have Australia’s newest professional sporting team 
to call Campbelltown and the broader region home. There will be multiple 
opportunities to get involved in the club in the lead up to the 2020/21 season 
kicking off, so join the stampede and get behind the Bulls.
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Out of Bounds – Music Festival Saturday 18 January 2020 1pm – 10pm

Round 3 Wests Tigers V Canterbury Bulldogs Sunday 29 March 2020 4pm

Round 21 Wests Tigers V Brisbane Broncos Sunday 9 August 2020 4pm

Round 23 Wests Tigers V Gold Coast Titans Sunday 23 August 2020 2pm

Macarthur FC – A-League Matches Mid October onwards Various

For more information visit  
campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/campbelltownsportsstadium 

Natural Areas   
and Environment
In 2020, Council’s Natural Areas Team will present a program of special 
themed events and activities that connect with the Campbelltown 2020 
program. These include:

Macarthur Nature Photography Competition: a joint venture between 
Macarthur councils to host a nature photography competition 
with a number of categories covering age groups and 
levels of experience. September - November 2020.

Threatened Species Art Competition: a 
regional art and creative writing competition 
targeting primary school aged students to 
produce original artworks and storybooks 
raising awareness of threatened species. 
This iteration would specifically respond 
to native wildflowers. In Schools, 
January - September 2020.

Primary School Nature Story Book: 
a community authored children’s 
storybook featuring a collection of 
short stories and artwork of native flora 
and fauna from along the Georges River. 
In schools, January - December 2020.

Our Natural Environment Calendar: 
a series of walks and talks with industry 
professionals in local reserves to discover 
flowering Fringe Lilies in the wild. October - 
December 2020.

Image courtesy Glenn Smith, winner 
of the 2019 Macarthur Nature 

Photography Competition.

For more information visit 
campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/whatson and search ‘2020’



Café Connect
Café Connect is a series of social events for over 55s, offering a one stop 
shop for information about health, wellbeing, carer support and local home 
help services. 

Each Café will give you the chance to participate in different activities such 
as walking, aqua classes, books and music. It’s also an opportunity to come 
together and share memories and stories. 

Café Connect sessions in 2020 include:

• Sensory Walk and Activity for People with Dementia,  
Tuesday 25 February and Tuesday 10 March 2020

• Harmony Day: Getting Together and Celebrating New Friendships 
and Books, Tuesday 17 March 2020

• Social Support: Music and Books, Thursday 2 April

• Aqua Class, Friday 8 May 2020

For more information visit  
campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/cafeconnect

This project has been funded by Commonwealth Home 
Support Program, Campbelltown City Council and Macarthur 
Disability Services, to connect older people. The model was 
developed by Camden Council and is a trial for Campbelltown.

for
55+

CAFE
CONNECT
CAMPBELLTOWN
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In 2020, Council presents a revamped grants program with a number of 
opportunities to support a diverse range of events and activities.

Campbelltown 2020 

Campbelltown City Council will support local community groups to 
celebrate Campbelltown 2020 and this important milestone through an 
array of celebrations. 

This program will offer individual grants of up to $1000 for community 
groups to celebrate one or more of the three priority areas of the program; 
the rich Aboriginal history, bicentennial milestones and future aspirations 
of the city. Successful programs will be included in the 2020 Calendar of 
Community Events.

Calendar of Community Events

If you have an existing community event or activity that aligns with one 
of the three priority areas of Campbelltown 2020, we encourage you to 
submit for consideration as part of the Calendar of Community Events.

For more information visit campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/2020 

Connected Communities Fund

The Connected Communities Fund offers grants up to $2,000 for local 
not-for-profit community organisations and groups. This is Council’s way 
of funding not-for-profit community groups and organisations to deliver 
on the objectives and vision they expressed in our Campbelltown 2027 - 
Community Strategic Plan.

Youth Week

Campbelltown City Council provides grant funding up to $500 to local 
not-for-profit youth services and organisations towards an event or 
activity to be held during NSW Youth Week (1-9 April 2020). Grant funding 
can support a range of large or small scale events and activities including 
opportunities for young people to share their views and ideas, provide 
entertainment for young people or teach young people new skills. 

International Women’s Day

International Women’s Day is a global day celebrating the economic, 
political and social achievements of women. Campbelltown Council 
provides grant funding up to $500 for local not-for-profit groups and 
organisations to deliver events or activities for women in the month of 
March. Grant funding can support a range of large or small scale events 
and activities that develop new skills, strengthen independence and 
increase knowledge.

For more information visit  
campbelltown.nsw.gov.au/connectedcommunities 




